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School district thanks community for support on bud get  
On behalf of the Board of Education and the entire staff of the Williamsville Central School 

District, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our community for its overwhelming support 

of the 2010-2011 budget and the bus replacement proposition. With a favorable budget vote 

margin of nearly 70 percent, our community gave us a clear mandate for maintaining the quality 

educational program Williamsville provides. So many people care deeply about our schools and 
place a high value on education for their children. The success of this vote reflects the 

confidence and pride our community has in its public schools and ensures that our students will 

continue to receive a first-rate education.  

It was an especially challenging budget year, working with no state budget and no official 

decision on the Governor’s state aid cuts. Yet, despite Governor Patterson’s prediction that the 

state’s fiscal crisis would result in a mass defeat of local school budgets, voters approved 92 
percent of school district budgets across the state. This positive outcome demonstrates the 

importance of education to local communities and sends a message to elected officials that 
education funding needs to be a top priority and not subjected to “politics as usual”.  

I would like to congratulate the three winners in the school board election including 

incumbent, Mrs. Carrie Kahn, and newcomers, Ms. Stephanie Gelber and Dr. Mohan Devgun. 
As we prepare to welcome two new members, we say good-bye to two others who are retiring 

from the Board. Past President, Ramona Popowich, is stepping down after serving nine years. 

During her tenure on the Board, Mrs. Popowich has been a vocal proponent of mandate relief. 

In 2008, she testified before the NYS Commission on Property Tax Relief and recommended a 
cap on costs associated with state-mandated programs in order to ease the financial burden on 

local taxpayers.  Her leadership and tenacious advocacy on behalf of public education and the 

children of our community have been outstanding. Also retiring from the Board is Dawn Cerra 
who has served one term. Mrs. Cerra’s thoughtful deliberations on issues facing our schools 

were always reflective of her strong support for parent partnerships and her commitment to 
student learning and character development. Both Mrs. Cerra and Mrs. Popowich have made a 

positive impact on the lives of thousands of children and have worked for the betterment of our 

community through their public service.  

Soon, about 800 seniors will graduate from Williamsville’s three high schools.  As a parent 

and educator, I know this is one of the proudest moments we will experience. During the course 

of their educational careers, we have helped shape the lives of these young people and built the 



 

 

learning foundation they need to succeed. I wish each of our 2010 graduates the best of luck as 

they embark on their futures. 

During the summer, our administrative offices will be open and our staff will be working to 
prepare for the year ahead. If you have any questions please call 626-8000.  Enjoy a safe and 

relaxing summer. 

 

 


